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Program 


Monologue No. 2 


August Murphy-King 


Emilie Gelinas-Noble, viola 


Creation 


Domenic Jarlkaganova 


Angela Blumberg, choreographer 
Angela Blumberg, dancer 
Sarah Fregeau, dancer 
James Kendal, lighting 


Old Coyote’s Saturday Night Allan Gordon Bell 

Allan Gordon Bell is the 2015-2016 Roger D. Moore Distinguished 
Visitor in Composition 

Jialiang Zhu, piano 


Breathe 


Roydon Tse 


performed by the Cecilia String Quartet 

Winning piece of the 2015 University of Toronto String Quartet Composition Competition, 
made possible by Dr. Mary Craig Gardner 


Program Notes 


August Murphy King 

Monologue No. 2 

monologue 

n. 1 - a long speech in a play, film, etc. 
spoken by one actor, especially when 
alone. 2 - a dramatic composition, 
especially in verse, told or performed 
by one person 

Domenic Jarlkaganova 

Creation 

Creation is an abstract narrative that 
explores the power dynamics between 
two characters. Domenic and I were 
interested in the incremental increase 
of power and dynamism to the point 
when these forces reverse turning 
creation into destruction. 

Allan Gordon Bell 

Old Coyote’s Saturday Night 

Old Coyote’s Saturday Night is a 
one-movement work which contains 
four stylized dances that one might 
encounter attending an old-time dance 
in rural Western Canada. It begins 
with a short introduction in which a 
stylized coyote howl is juxtaposed 
with a ‘blues-derived’ fragment This is 
followed by a ‘two-step,’ a ‘butterfly’ (in 
which a trio of dancers move arm-in- 
arm to a waltz and then, with a sudden 
change of tempo and metre, perform 
an arm-swinging docey-do), a ‘western 
swing,’ and a ‘breakdown.’ The last 
dance does indeed break down (pun 
intended) as fragments of earlier 
material are reintroduced leading to the 
conclusion of the piece. 

In the old stories of the native people of 
the North American plains, the coyote 


is the trickster figure, a shape-changer 
who is ultimately a guide and ally to the 
people. 

The work was composer at the request 
of pianist Marilyn Engle and was 
commissioned art for art, by designer 
and visual artist Douglas McCullough. 

Reference: Bell, Allan Gordon. Program 
Note in Old Coyote’s Saturday Night. 
Alberta: Alberta Keys Music Publishing 
co. ltd., 2000. 

Roydon Tse 

Breathe 

Breathe explores in musical terms the 
various ideas related to breathing, such 
as representing musically the phrasing 
of a natural breath to incorporating 
sounds of breathing along with the 
string quartet. As a starting point for 
the composition, I imagined the four 
members of the quartet becoming an 
organism that for the most part would 
move and respire together. Lines 
converge and blur in a piece where 
simple gestures and repetition are used 
to evoke different states of breathing 
and being. 

Listen. Breathe. 


Biographies 


August Murphy-King 

The music of Toronto-based composer 
August Murphy-King blends the expressive 
energy of popular music with the technical 
and structural complexities of more 
traditional concert music. His work has 
been performed by the Thin Edge New 
Music Collective, the Madawaska String 
Quartet, the TorQ Percussion Ensemble, 

Trio 7090 and the Ensemble Contemporain 
de Montreal. He is also a member of the 
Toy Piano Composers Ensemble, as well as 
the Co-founder and Co-artistic Director of 
the Caution Tape Sound Collective. 

Murphy-King completed a bachelor’s of 
music at the Schulich School of Music at 
McGill University, and a master’s of music 
from the University of Toronto, completed 
under the guidance of Gary Kulesha. He 
continues to study at the University of 
Toronto, having been awarded an Ontario 
Graduate Scholarship to pursue doctoral 
studies with Norbert Palej. 

Emilie Gelinas-Noble 

Emilie began her musical studies at age five 
and chose to pursue the viola at 11. At 15 
she was accepted into the Conservatoire 
de Musique de Montreal. Gelinas-Noble 
then toured across Canada — as well as 
Belgium, Germany, Italy and China — with 
various ensembles including the Montreal 
Youth Symphony Orchestra and the 
Orchestre Reseau du Conservatoire. Upon 
graduating from F.A.C.E. high school, she 
received the Freda and Irwin Brown Award 
for Musical Excellence. She has completed 
a bachelor’s degree in musical performance 
at the University of Toronto where she 
studies with Teng Li, Principal Violist of the 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra. She has 
performed in masterclasses hosted by 
many renowned guests including Antoine 
Tamestit, Alain Trudel, Atar Arad, Eric 
Nowlin, Ivaars Taurins, Lesley Robertson, 
Katharine Rapoport and Carol Gimbel. 


Gelinas-Noble plays on the Pratt Viola, a 
Joseph Hill instrument donated to U of T by 
The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto. 

Domenic Jarlkaganova 

Domenic Jarlkaganova is a Russian- 
Canadian composer, who immigrated to 
Toronto from Almaty, Kazakhstan in 2004. 
Over the past 10 years, she has focused 
on piano as her main instrument, as well 
as participating in competitive dance 
performance. Jarlkaganova has studied 
composition with James Rolfe, Roger 
Bergs and Jordan Pal and is continuing 
her studies this year with Gary Kulesha. In 
her third year as a composition student at 
the University of Toronto, her inspirations 
continue to stem heavily from her 
background in dance and theater. 

Angela Blumberg 

Originally from Germany, Angela obtained 
her BFA in contemporary dance at The 
Laban Centre in London, UK, and her 
MFA in choreography at York University. 

She has self-produced numerous shows 
and presented her work at national 
and international festivals including The 
Toronto Fringe Festival, Nuit Blanche, 
Dance2Danse, and The International 
Young Choreographers Project in Taiwan. 
For the past four years, she has had the 
privilege of working with the composition 
department of U of T, collaborating with 
student composers as well as presenting 
her choreographies at the New Music 
Festival. Working with composers either by 
interpreting existing music or, as in the case 
of Creation, starting together from scratch 
and developing dance and music in an 
interactive way, has always been an interest 
of hers. She appreciates the frame that 
existing music provides, and the challenge 
of finding freedom within a given structure. 
Working in close collaboration with the 
composer on the other side poses the 
creative challenge of communicating ideas 
as well as responding to and negotiating 


artistic needs, www.angelablumberg.com 

Sarah Fregeau 

Sarah is a Toronto based dancer. Since 
graduating from The School of Toronto 
Dance Theatre she has worked with Angela 
Blumberg, the Canadian Opera Company, 
Caroline Barriere Danse, Nova Dance, 
Ivanochko et cie, Julia Aplin, Kate Hilliard, 
Red Sky Performance/Roger Sinha, Valerie 
Calam, and Jose Navas/Compagnie Flak, 
of which she has been a member since 
August 2009. With Flak, Sarah has toured 
internationally with Navas’ S and Diptych. 

In 2011 she participated in the creation 
and performance of the genie-nominated 
short film ORA, a collaboration between 
Jose Navas and the National Film Board of 
Canada. 

In 2012 Sarah joined Peggy Baker Dance 
Projects, creating and performing in Split 
Screen Stereophonic (Dora Mavor Moore 
nomination for outstanding performance by 
an ensemble), land/body/breathe at the Art 
Gallery of Ontario, locus plot, and Phase 
Space, as well as Aleatoria, Night Garden, 
and The Perfect Word for Scotiabank Nuit 
Blanche. 

In the fall of 2015, Sarah worked with TOES 
for Dance, teaching and performing across 
the GTA in works by Peggy Baker, Kristen 
Carcone, Liony Garcia (USA), Fernando 
Melo (Sweden), and Riley Sims/Social 
Growl Dance. 

Allan Gordon Bell 

Calgary-born composer Allan Gordon 
Bell grew up in Edmonton. He studied 
philosophy at the University of Alberta 
and went on to receive a master of music 
degree (also from the University of Alberta) 
under the guidance of Violet Archer, 
Malcolm Forsyth and Manus Sasonkin. 
Afterward, Bell pursued advanced studies 
in composition at the Banff Centre for 
the Arts where his teachers were Jean 
Coulthard, Bruce Mather and Oskar 
Morawetz. Bell is this year’s University of 


Toronto Faculty of Music Roger D. Moore 
Distinguished Visitor in Composition. 

Bell has written for solo instruments, 
chamber ensembles, orchestra, band, 
electroacoustic media, young musicians, 
and has also composed scores for theatre, 
dance productions, film and television. He 
has received commissions from the CBC 
and the Calgary Philharmonic, among 
others, and has conducted numerous 
groups, including Calgary Contemporary 
Ensemble. In 1982, Bell studied film music 
with Earle Hagen in Toronto. He is a 
Professor at the University of Calgary. 

Bell’s works have been performed by the 
National Arts Centre Orchestra, the Calgary 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Esprit Orchestra, 
the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, 
the Manitoba Chamber Orchestra, and 
the Societe de musique contemporaine 
du Quebec, in addition to many other 
professional and amateur organizations 
in Canada, the United States, Germany, 
Israel, Japan and the United Kingdom. 

A CD entitled Spirit Trail: The Music of 
Allan Gordon Bell was released by CBC 
Records, and captures five of his orchestral 
works. The Association of Canadian Choral 
Conductors presented Bell with an award 
for outstanding choral compositions in 
1994 and 1999. From 1984 to 1988, he 
served as president of the National Board 
of the Canadian Music Centre. Bell’s 
music is available from the Canadian 
Music Centre, Alberta Keys and Gordon 
V. Thompson publishers. In 2012, Bell was 
made a Member of the Order of Canada for 
his contribution to Canadian contemporary 
classical music and culture, and in 2014, 
he won a Juno award for his chamber work 
Field Notes in the Classical Composition of 
the Year category. 

Jialiang Zhu 

A native from China, Jialiang Zhu arrived 
in Canada in 2007 and is active in Toronto 
as a performer and as a teacher. Praised 
by Chinese-American composer Chen Yi 


as “a pianist with great technique and high 
spirit,” Zhu has given many performances in 
different cities, including Toronto, Kitchener- 
Waterloo, Burlington, Vaughan, New York, 
Beijing and Murrhardt, Germany. In 2015-16 
season, Zhu will be heard as a soloist and 
a collaborative pianist at the St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, Yorkminster Baptist 
Church, Grace United Church (Barrie) 
and Burlington Living Room Project. 

Zhu’s passion for collaborating with other 
musicians has brought her many awards 
and scholarships, such as the Second Prize 
of the 2014 Felix Galimir Chamber Music 
Award, 2013 Toronto Tapestry New Opera 
Scholarship and 2012 New York Imani 
Winds Chamber Music Festival Scholarship. 
Zhu holds a master’s degree from the 
University of Toronto, where she studied 
with Marietta Orlov and conducted research 
in the field of piano pedagogy under the 
tutelage of Midori Koga. This fall, Zhu is 
thrilled to start her doctoral studies in the 
field of collaborative piano with Lydia Wong 
and Steven Philcox. 

Roydon Tse 

Roydon Tse (b.1991) is a Hong Kong- 
Canadian composer praised for mastering a 
“high-gloss approach to orchestral sound” 
(Vancouver Sun) and creating “soulful and 
funky absolute music” (Fanfare Magazine). 

Roydon’s works have been performed 
across four continents in venues such as 
the Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts, Australia’s Melbourne Recital 
Center, Vienna’s Schonbrunn Palace and 
Vancouver’s Chan Center. Major highlights 
in 2015 include the recording of his work 
Genesis by the Brussels Philharmonic 
under Franck Ollu, the performance of 
Sinfonia Concertante by the Hong Kong 
Philharmonic under Bright Sheng, Three 
Musings by the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Symphony under Edwin Outwater and 
the premiere of his operatic scene from 
Footsteps in Campbell House by the 
University of Toronto Opera Area. His music 
has been broadcast on RTHK Radio 4, 
Classic 107.3, and appears on the Ablaze/ 


Naxos and RedShift Records labels. 

An award-winning composer, he 
has won prizes from the Washington 
International Composition Competition, 
SOCAN Foundation Young Composer’s 
Competition, MusCAN Student 
Composition Prize, Etobicoke Philharmonic 
Young Composers Competition, CMC 
Prairies Emerging Composers' Competition, 
Trio Anima Mundi International Composition 
Prize and the Robert Avalon International 
Composers' Competition among others. 

Roydon holds degrees from the University 
of British Columbia (B.Mus) and the 
University of Toronto (M.Mus). In addition, 
he is an accomplished pianist with a 
Licentiate from the Royal Schools of 
Music. He is currently pursuing his DMA 
in composition at the University of Toronto 
with Dr. Norbert Palej, where he also serves 
as composer-in-residence for the University 
of Toronto Wind Symphony for their 
2015/16 season, (www.roydontse.com) 

Cecilia String Quartet 

Hailed for their “powerful” (Chicago 
Sun-Times) and “dauntingly perfect” 
(Berliner Zeitung) performances, the CSQ 
perform for leading presenters in North 
America and Europe. Past engagements 
include performances at the Amsterdam 
Concertgebouw, Berlin Konzerthaus, 

Buffalo Chamber Music Society and 
London’s Wigmore Hall. Their live concert 
recordings have been broadcast on more 
than a dozen international public radio 
networks, including Canada (CBC/SRC), 
the United States (WQXR), the United 
Kingdom (BBC Radio 3), and Germany 
(DeutschlandRadio). Prize-winners at 
several international competitions, including 
Osaka (2008) and Bordeaux (2010), they 
were awarded First Prize at the 2010 Banff 
International String Quartet Competition 
(BISQC), where they also won the prize for 
the best performance of the commissioned 
work. 

In addition to performing, the CSQ records 


for ANALEKTA. Their debut album (2012) 
of music by Dvorak was acclaimed for its 
“deeply felt imperativeness” (The Strad), 
and their second recording (2013) featuring 
music by Janacek, Berg and Webern, 
was applauded for “unleashing the 
music’s ecstasy and angst” (Gramophone 
Magazine). Their latest CD featuring string 
quartets by Felix Mendelssohn has been 
named as one of the top 10 Canadian 
classical recordings of 2015 by CBC Music. 

The Cecilia String Quartet was formed in 
Toronto in October 2004, and currently 
reside in Toronto where they are 
Ensemble-in-Residence at the University 
of Toronto’s Faculty of Music. Their latest 
commissioning project is called Celebrating 
Canadian Women in Music, and involves 
commissioning, premiering and recording 
new works by four outstanding Canadian 
female composers. They are also creators 
and artistic directors of Xenia Concerts, a 
Toronto based concert series designed to 
appeal to, and be welcoming of, children on 
the autism spectrum and their families. 

Min-Jeong Koh plays on a ca. 1767 
Joannes Baptista Guadagnini violin, and 
Sarah Nematallah plays on an 1851 Jean 
Baptiste Vuillaume violin, both on loan 
from an anonymous donor. Rachel Desoer 
performs on the 1929 Carlo Giuseppe 
Oddone cello on loan from the Canada 
Council for the Arts. Caitlin Boyle plays on 
a 2002 viola by Joseph Curtin. The quartet 
would like to thank the anonymous donor, 
the Canada Council for the Arts, and the 
Ontario Arts Council for their generous 
support. 

www.ceciliastringquartet.com 


Up next at the New Music Festival 

U of T Symphony Orchestra 

Thu, Feb 4 @ 7:30 pm 
MacMillan Theatre 

This concert by the UTSO, conducted 
by Uri Mayer and Samuel Tam, includes 
Symphonies of Hidden Fire by Allan 
Gordon Bell. 

Tickets: $30, $20 senior, $10 student 
Buy tickets on music, utoronto.ca or call 
416-408-0208 

U of T Wind Symphony 

Fri Feb 5 @ 7:30 pm 
MacMillan Theatre 

Conducted by Jeffrey Reynolds, the 
Wind Symphony presents new music, 
including From Chaos to the Birth of a 
Dancing Star by Allan Gordon Bell. 

$30, $20 senior, $10 student 

Buy tickets on music, utoronto.ca or call 

416-408-0208 

Jazz Faculty with Special Guests 

Sat Feb 6 @ 7:30 pm | Walter Hall 

The U of T Jazz Studies Area presents 
selected jazz faculty and special 
guests, along with current students, in 
a night of improvising and new music. 

Free 

Choral Concert 

Sun Feb 7 @ 3 pm 
Grace Church on-the-Hill 

Hilary Apfelstadt and graduate 
conductors with the Men’s Chorus, 
Women’s Chamber Choir, Women’s 
Chorus and MacMillan Singers. 


Pay what you can 



@UofTMusic 

music.utoronto.ca 


#UofTNewMusicFestival 


Want to stay informed of our upcoming events? 

Sign up for our bi-weekly 
e-newsletter at bit.ly/UofTMusic-enews 


The Faculty of Music is a member of Bloor St. Culture Corridor 
bloorstculturecorridor.com 


BLOOR ST. 
CULTURE 
CORRIDOR 





